2019 Annual Report

2019 was another busy year for East Brunswick Public Library.
Throughout the year, 316,858 customers walked through the
library’s doors to use our materials and services, a number
higher than the 2019 combined attendance for the MLS soccer
team the New York Red Bulls! Our customers checked out
662,470 items throughout the year.
East Brunswick Public Library continues to hold events and programs for library users of all ages.
Library staff planned activities and workshops on a variety of themes, including National Short
Story Month, Literary March Madness, and Tech Week. The staff prepared classes to help our
customers better use the library’s digital resources, including Pronunciator, Ancestry.com,
and eLibrary NJ. The library continues to screen films on a variety of subjects and topics. The
“Documentary & Discussion” series pairs viewing a documentary focusing on a civic or social
issue with a facilitated discussion led by an academic expert.
One of the highlights of our adult programming was the four-part series “Understanding
America,” which highlighted current political issues. The program series consisted of facilitated
discussions and documentary screenings led by academic experts. This spring, the library
partnered with the Friends of the Library to sponsor an author event featuring teen idol Bobby
Rydell. One of the most popular entertainers of the 20th century, Rydell shared his public
triumphs and behind-the-scenes stories of his six decade spanning career.
Adult programming also highlighted the DIY and crafting equipment in the EB Create
makerspace. Some of our most popular classes included sewing, home landscape design,
cross-stitching, photography, and audio editing. Our lendable kits allow library customers
to borrow non-traditional items, including a guitar, telescope, and even a Roku device pre-

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Some of the most popular programs at the library featured animals. Library staff participated in a
variety of community events throughout the year. Pop music legend Bobby Rydell was the special guest at one of the most
popular author programs of the year.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: TPrograms at East Brunswick Public Library share different cultures to our community, ranging from
Haitian musician Gaston Jean-Baptiste (left) to our annual Chinese New Year Celebration (center). The Friends of the Library
introduced a new group for teens to volunteer and support the library.

loaded with several popular streaming video
services.

health support, affordable housing, and lowcost medical care.

Our Youth Services department had
another successful year. A partnership with
Hammarskjold Middle School led to library
staff registering over 800 students and 100 of
their teachers for their first library card. This
partnership now allows us to circulate our
library materials to
students through the
middle school’s media
center.

Our Just For The Health Of It! consumer health
and wellness initiative completed a successful
first year of a grant through the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. Called Mobilizing Just for
the Health of It, the goal of this health literacy
grant to improve health outcomes among
groups such as low
income, elderly, and
new immigrants who
lack access to health
information due to
low literacy, visual, or
physical disabilities.
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: The library added several new lendable kits for customers to check out, including a sewing machine.
The EBPL Foundation sponsored a special children’s program with bestselling author Dan Gutman. EBPL was the only public
library in New Jersey chosen by the NIH’s All Of Us health outreach tour.
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316,858

East Brunswick Public Library continues to be
an extremely active, officially-designated

The library also launched a new ESL Digital
Lab. Building from the ESL program, citizenship

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: TOver a thousand people stopped by the library for our annual Week of Making STEAM programs. The
EB Create makerspace continues to be popular with our customers. Library staff and customers worked together for several
different collaborative art projects that were on display throughout the year.

classes, and conversation groups that the
library already offers, these workshops help
library customers develop computer skills using
the library’s resources, all the while learning
English.
The library debuted
its first Pop-Up Library
at the East Brunswick
Transportation Center.
Commuters can now
access eBooks that
they can download
onto their devices and
take with them. Our
Pop-Up Library created
a space for readers
outside of the physical
building. These new
resources enabled us
to further reach patrons
who prefer to use the
library in a digital capacity.

the community, interacting with the public
at events at Brunswick Square Mall, Rutgers
Gardens Farmers Market, and other township
events to sign people up for their library cards.
Through our outreach, we have had the
pleasure of speaking to over 2,400 members
of the community!
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1,116 library cards issued through our new
Bureau and the Rutgers Gardens Farmers
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37,807

East Brunswick Public Library Board of Trustees
Dr. Deborah Cornavaca, President ● Mary Pan, Vice President ● Dinesh Behal, Treasurer ● Patricia Palumbo, Secretary
Mayor Brad Cohen ● Dr. Kenneth Freeman ● Dr. Arthur Lewin, Member Emeritus ● Aarti Punjabi ● Kelli Velez, Alt.
Superintendent of Schools ● Barbara Wendell
Jennifer Podolsky, Library Director ● Melissa Kuzma, Assistant Director

